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It's a busy time on site at New 
Covent Garden Market since the 
next Phase of redevelopment 
started in January this year, 
with lots of preparatory works 
underway for the next stage of 
the transformation  of the Fruit & 
Vegetable Market.

A significant element of recent 
work has included drilling 
between two of the new Northern 
Line extension lines, as well as 
excavation of an old Victorian train 
shed that unearthed historical 
railway tracks under the Market 
site. You can read more about the 
history underfoot at the market on 
p4.

Enabling works for the area at the 
eastern apex of the site, the tip of 
the triangle just beyond the Food 
Exchange, started on 10 May. 
This  includes: construction of a 
new footpath route from Pascal 
Street to the new pedestrian link 
through Arch 42; a new access road 
from the viaduct into the market; 
and infrastructure to support new 
incoming supplies to the Apex Site.

Aerial shot of the Market, May 2021

Excavation works of old concrete footings

www.newcoventgardensites.com



Mission Kitchen Opens
 

Located on the first floor of the 
Food Exchange building, Mission 
Kitchen is an entirely new kind of 
shared workspace, designed to 
help food start-ups grow. 

Built at the heart of New Covent Garden 
Market, it will offer small and start-up 
businesses the opportunity to make 
amazing food with all the professional 
tools and equipment they need. 

From shared kitchens with flexible 
memberships, private kitchen units, 
office space, hot-desking membership, 
and a fully-equipped training and 
development kitchen, there’s something 

for everyone.

"After the trials and tribulations of 
2020, we are hugely excited to finally 
be opening Mission Kitchen at New 
Covent Garden Market,” says Charlie 
Gent, Co-Founder, Mission Kitchen. 

“We hope that the project will play 
a positive role in helping London's 
food sector bounce back after an 
immensely challenging year. With 
some of London's finest produce 
suppliers on our doorstep, and 
opportunities to collaborate with 
some of the UK's most exciting food 
brands sharing the Food Exchange 
building with us, there couldn't be 

a better place for Mission Kitchen 
to open its doors. We now can't wait 
to meet and select our first group of 
members."

The Founding Members were invited 
to apply from March-May this year, 
with applications now closed. The 
site opens this month, but you can 
still register your interest to be 
informed when more memberships 
are available here:
missionkitchen.org/apply

There will be plenty of opportunities 
to see it for yourself, with inspiring 
events to feed creativity open to the 
public to be confirmed soon!

You can book shifts on-demand in an open plan kitchen working alongisde other foodies

With full-time membership you get your own bay and two private workspaces in the shared kitchen



 
Art at the Market

Buyer's Walk: A new art 
commission for Nine Elms 

The temporary path linking Nine 
Elms Station and Arch 42 provides an 
additional opportunity to celebrate 
the uniqueness of the New Covent 
Garden Market site  - the history 
and shared heritage of the market, 
its traders and the role that New 
Covent Garden Market continues to 
play in the lives of all Londoners.

The art commission has been 
awarded to first-time public artist 
Anna Nicolo, whose designs for 

the path celebrate the bounty of the 
market as well as its architectural 
origins.

This commission will serve as a 
celebration of the famous Buyer’s Walk 
at the heart of the market itself, with 
the artwork speaking to past glories 
of the market whilst simultaneously 
signposting to a future offer with the 
ongoing development of the Food 
Exchange and refurbishment of the 
market sheds. 

Anna Nicolo's work will provide a 
vibrant treatment and colour palette, 

and a joyful celebration of the 
universality of food and flowers.

Arch 42, opening towards the end 
of 2021, is also undergoing its own 
transformation  by Projects Office 
as part of  Wandsworth Council 
initiative, in partnership with the 
London Festival of Architecture. 
These new connections, adorned 
with art, will serve as a welcome 
gateway into Nine Elms for 
businesses, vistors and residents 
alike. Keep an eye out for more news 
on Buyer's Walk on our website!

Vitrine Installation 
All applications have now 
been received for the third 
installation of Vitrine, a paid 
commission for the 20m long 
public art space on Nine Elms 
Lane.

After two successful years, we're returning 
with the final iteration of  London’s freshest 
art commission celebrating London’s 
oldest wholesale market.

The dedicated Advisory Panel now have 

the tough job of processing applications 
and picking the shortlisted candidates, 
with a final decision being made at the 
end of July. The artwork will be unveiled in 
October this year, so keep an eye out for 
more news over summer!

Vitrine Art Commission is initiated 
and funded by VINCI St. Modwen, in 
partnership with Covent Garden Market 
Authority (CGMA) and delivered in 
collaboration with Art Night, London’s all-
night free contemporary art festival.

Buyer's Walk will link Nine Elms Station and Arch 42 Nicolo is inspired by Buyer's Walk in the Fruit & Veg Market

Eyal Granit's Still Life Citrus, Vitrine 2019

BLKBRD Collective's BLOOM!, Vitrine 2020



 In other news

If you have any queries or concerns 
about construction on site, please 
contact:
Olivia Burton // Olivia.Burton@
stmodwen.co.uk // 07583 045567
Etienne Rambeau // erambeau@
natta.co.uk // 07384 253464

 If you want to receive this 
development update by email 
contact: 
info@newcoventgardensites.com 

@STM_NineElms

For an overview of the project visit: www.newcoventgardensites.com

History underfoot

Bonnington Café Highly Commended in Planning Awards

Bonnington Cafe on Thessaly was  
Highly Commended this month 
in the 2021 Planning Awards 
Category: best use of arts, culture 
or sport in place-making.
 
VINCI St Modwen feel that this 
achievement reflects a brilliant team 
effort and a stellar line up of collaborators, 
partners and supporters; all committed 
to supporting and sustaining our local 
community. Most importantly of all 
however, it reflects the commitment 
shown by the community surrounding the 

New Covent Garden Market  in trying to 
effect meaningful change where it matters 
most.
 
Meanwhile projects are always ephemeral 
in nature, but hopefully serve to plant 
the seeds of future tomorrows. Being 
amongst a shortlist of otherwise 
permanent projects reflects the very real 
role meanwhile interventions can and do 
play in place-making/regeneration. We are 
immensely proud of the work VINCI St. 
Modwen, the team and the community 
did to create  the Bonnington Cafe on 
Thessaly in Nine Elms over Summer 2019.

In 1855, as a result of numerous 
cholera epidemics, the 
Metropolitan Board of Works 
ordered their Engineer, Joseph 
Bazalgette, to put works in hand 
to prevent sewage entering the 
River Thames. 

He designed and constructed a number 
of interceptor sewers, flowing eastwards, 
to take sewage from the original London 
sewers to outfalls at Thamesmead and 
Barking. 

As London’s population increased rapidly 
in the late 19th Century so did the use 
of water for domestic and commercial 
purposes, resulting in flooding during 
periods of heavy rainfall. In 1926 the 
South Western Storm Relief sewer 
(SWSR), was constructed from West 
Norwood to Vauxhall to relieve those 
local areas. 

A section of the SWSR runs 9m below 
the NCGM site falling from south to north 
before discharging int the Thames. The 
sewer has an external diameter of 3.8m 
and the whole internal surface has a 
smooth concrete lining – a real feat of early 
20th  century engineering.

The new NCGM building foundations, 
whilst well above the sewer, must be 
constructed without affecting it. To clear 
the way for the new foundation piles 
those of the existing 1907s buildings, and 
the much older footings of the Nine Elms 
Locomotive Works, must be dug out. 

Some of the old footings are 7m deep 
therefore small sections are excavated and 
backfilled each day to ensure sufficient 
weight is maintained over the length of the 
sewer. Once the entire building footprint 
is cleared of obstructions hardcore is laid 
to form a load transfer platform. The new 
piles are then bored through it to a depth 
of 6m and in doing so consolidate and 
strengthen the ground between them to 
support the new buildings above.


